CIHM 
Microfiche 
Series 
(Monographs) 


ICIMH 

Collection  de 
microfiches 
(monographies) 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historical  Microraproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  da  microraproductions  historiquas 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notas/Notas  tachniquas  at  bibliographiquas 


The  Insrituta  has  attamptad  to  obtain  tha  bast 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  tha 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checked  below. 


L'Institut  a  microfilme  la  maillaur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  ate  possible  da  se  procurer    Las  datails 
de  cet  axamplaire  qui  sont  peut-^tre  uniques  du 
point  de  wue  bibliographique.  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite.  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  m^thode  normale  de  filmaga 
sont  indiquAs  ci-dessous. 


D 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couvertura  de  couleur 


I      I    Covers  damaged/ 


Couvertura  endommagee 


U'~~'    Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaurte  at/ou  pelliculAe 


□    Cover  title  missing/ 
Le  titre  de  couvertui 


couverture  manque 


□    Coloured  pages/ 
Pages  da  couleur 

E    Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommagees 

□    Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Pages  restauraes  et/ou  pelliculAes 


Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  fox. 
Pages  dAcolorees.  tachetAes  ou  pip' 


□    Coloured  maps/ 
Cartes  gAographiques  en  couleur 


□Pages 
Pages 


detached/ 
Pages  detachees 


a 


n 


Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noiral 


□    Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 
Planches  at/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 


□    Bou 
Reiii 


nd  with  other  material/ 
Rail*  avac  d'autrea  documents 


Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

Lareliure  serree  peut  causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distorsion  l«  long  de  la  marge  int^rieura 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certainas  pages  blanches  ajouties 
lors  dune  restauration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte. 
mais,  lorsque  cela  Atait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  M  filmAes. 


["71    Showthrough/ 


Transparence 


□    Quality  of  print  varies/ 
Qualite  in^gale  de  I'impression 

□    Includes  supplementary  material/ 
Comprend  du  material  supplementaire 

□    Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Edition  disponibh 


D 


isponible 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  erraia 
slips,  tissues,  etc  .  have  been  refilmed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalement  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata.  une  pelure. 
etc  .  cnt  ^te  flimies  i  nouveau  de  facon  a 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible 


a 


Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  supplamentaires: 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 
Ce  document  est  film*  au  taux  de  rMuction  indiquA  ci-dessous. 
10X  14X  18X  22X 


y 


12X 


16X 


20X 


26X 


30X 


24X 


28X 


32X 


The  copy  filmed  h«r«  Hm  bacn  raproducad  thanks 
to  tha  ganaroaity  of: 

Anglican  Church  of  Canada 
General  Synod  Archives 

Tha  imagaa  appaaring  hara  ara  tha  bast  quality 
possibia  considaring  tha  condition  and  lagibiiity 
of  tha  original  copy  and  in  Icaaping  with  tha 
filming  contract  spacifications. 


Original  copias  in  printad  papar  covars  ara  filmad 
beginning  with  tha  front  covar  and  anding  on 
tha  last  paga  with  a  printad  or  illuatratad  impras- 
sion.  or  tha  back  covar  whan  appropriata.  All 
othar  original  copias  ara  filmad  beginning  on  tha 
first  paga  with  a  printad  or  illuatratad  impraa- 
sion,  and  anding  on  tha  laat  paga  with  a  printad 
or  illuatratad  impraaaion. 


Tha  laat  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  tha  symbol  — »•  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  ▼  (meaning  "END"), 
whichever  applies. 

IMaps.  plates,  charts,  etc..  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  expoaura  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  aa  many  framea  aa 
required.  The  following  diagrama  illustrate  the 
method: 


1 

2 

4 

S 

L'exemplaira  fttmt  fut  reproduit  grice  i  la 
g*n4ro«it*  da: 

Anglican  Church  of  Canada 
General  Synod  Archives 

Laa  imagaa  aulvantaa  ont  M  raproduitaa  avac  la 
plus  grand  soln,  compta  tanu  da  la  eo  edition  at 
da  la  nanat*  da  I'axamplaira  film*,  at  <in 
conformity  avac  laa  conditlona  du  contrat  da 
fllmaga. 

Laa  axamplalraa  orlglnaux  dont  la  couvartura  an 
paplar  aat  imprim«o  sent  fllmte  an  commandant 
par  la  pramlar  plat  at  an  tarmlnant  aolt  par  la 
darnlAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainca 
d'impraasion  ou  d'lllustration,  soit  par  la  sacond 
plat,  salon  la  caa.  Teua  laa  autras  axamplalraa 
orlglnaux  sont  fllm«s  an  commandant  par  la 
pramlAra  piuga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'impraasion  ou  d'lllustration  at  an  tarmlnant  par 
la  darnlAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  talla 
amprainta. 

Un  das  symbolaa  suivants  apparattra  sur  la 
darniire  imaga  da  chaqua  microficha.  salon  la 
cas:  la  symbols  — ^  signlfia  "A  SUIVRE",  la 
symbolo  y  signlfia  "FIN". 

Laa  cartas,  planchas.  tablaaux.  ate.  pauvent  Atra 
filmte  A  das  taux  da  rMuctlon  diff«rants. 
Lorsqua  la  documant  aat  trop  grand  pour  4tra 
raproduit  an  un  saul  clich«.  il  aat  film*  A  partir 
da  I'angia  supAriaur  gaucha,  da  gaucha  A  droita. 
at  da  liaut  an  bas.  an  pranant  la  nombra 
d'imagas  n«cassaira.  Las  diagrammaa  suivants 
illustrant  la  mAthodo. 


2 

3 

5 

6 

1.0 


I.I 


liilu  IU 

1 2.2 


Hi 


116 


!^  b& 


2.0 


1.8 


MICROCOPY  RESOLUTION  TEST  CHART 

NATIONAL  BUREAU  OF  STANDARDS 

STANDARD  REFERENCE  MATERIAL  1010a 

ANSI  and  ISO  TEST  CHART  No.  2) 


NHTIME    CHRISTIHN    COLPORTEU 


THE  UPPER  CANADA  RELIQIO 


)RTEURS    WORKING    IN    CENTRHL    CHINH 


I- OK 


j  ^ 


U) 


LIQIOUS  TRACT  AND  BOOK  SOCIETY 


m 


THE 


Upper  Canada  Traet  Society 
Colportage  Work  in  Central  China 

BY  NATIVE  CHRISTIAN  COLPORTEURS. 


THE  late  Win.  Goodorhani  very  generously  left  a  lejjai-y  of  $10,000  to 
the  SiH-iety  ti>  extend  its  most  important  work.  After  careful  consid- 
eration by  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  after  much  correspondence, 
it  was  finally  ajfreed  to  devote  the  yearly  interest  of  the  above  sum  to 
Foreign  Mission  work  in  Central  China,  to  be  carried  on  by  the  very  best 
native  Christian  converts,  working  as  colporteurs  amon>;  their  own  country- 
men. The  work  has  been  entrusted  to  The  Central  China  Religions  Tract 
Society,  with  headquarters  at  Hankow:  and  in  connection  with  that  Society 
Ihc  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  John,  one  of  the  best  known  missionaries  in  China, 
and  with  him  a  small  Committee  of  representative  missionaries,  have  very 
kindly  ajjroed  to  select  thoroughly  trustworthy  men  as  Colporteurs,  and  to 
direct  them  in  their  work  and  report  to  our  Society.  Four  such  men  have 
already  been  selected,  and  are  now  actively  at  work,  one  from  the  Methodist 
Mission  and  three  from  the  London  Missionary  Society.  With  much  pleasure 
we  present  the  photographs  of  three  of  these  colporteurs. 

By  the  following  Report  it  will  be  seen  that  Colportage  Work  in  Central 
China  is  one  of  very  great  difficulty  and  danger.  There  are  millions  in  China 
who  have  never  heard  of  a  Saviour,  and  to  reach  these  :  Colportage  Work,  by 
native  Christian  colporteurs,  is  one  of  the  most  practical  and  successful 
agencies.  These  men  are  at  home  in  their  own  country,  and  are  thoroughly 
familiar  with  all  the  social,  religious  and  home  life  of  their  countrymen,  and 
thus  their  work  can  be  carried  on  most  economically  and  effectively. 

About  $75  per  year  will  pay  the  salary  of  a  thoroughly  efficient  colporteur. 
Any  sums  specially  given  for  this  purpose  will  be  heartily  received  and  care- 
fully devoted  to  this  Foreign  Mission  Work. 

The  Board  of  Directors  most  earnestly  trust  that  this  new  and  important 
addiliim  to  the  work  of  the  Tract  Society  will  call  forth  deeper  interest  in  its 
Mission  Work,  both  home  and  foreign  :  that  it  will  be  followed  with  great 
sympathy  and  very  much  earnest  prayer,  and  that  it  will  be  abundantly  blessed 
bv  the  Holy  Spirit. 
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OOH  COLPOHTEORS IH  GEHTHAL  GHlHfl 
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The  subject  of  this  report  Wi>ulil  ;it  first  siKht  soein  prosaii-  oiuuikH  ti. 
justify  the  waste  paper  basl<et  inetliod  of  happy  despatih.  It  is  only  the 
record  of  the  labours  of  four  colp.>rteurs  in  Central  China,  and  within  the  dull 
routine  of  their  daily  booksellinK  there  could  surely  have  been  very  little  room 
for  in-.idcnt  and  adventure.  Those,  however,  who  read  this  story  to  the  end 
will  learn  that  the  work  of  a  colporteur  in  this  part  of  China  involves  not  only 
per>  •  erarce  and  consecratiiMi,  but  that  in  the  face  of  certain  risks  and 
:t  calls  forth  real  heri»isni  and  daring.  The  life  of  a  Christian 
China  is,  under  any  circumstances,  a  very  trying  one.  He  is  a 
.  Man,  and  has  to  stand  the  brunt  of  constant  ridicule  and  petty 
u'ion.  Unless  he  is  wise  and  patient,  courteous  and  of  ^iWii  address, 
he  is  no;  likely  to  dispose  of  many  books.  It  is  needless,  surely,  after  this 
description  of  the  ideal  colporteur,  to  remark  that  such  men  are  not  ti> 
be  found  here  as  thick  as  blackberries,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  the  blackberries 
of  these  parts,  which  are  lew  and  far  between. 

FOUR    FRONT    RANK    MEN. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  committee  of  the  Central  Chma 
Religious  Tract  Society  set  about  organizing  a  new  branch  of  their  work. 
Having  gratefully  accepted  the  generous  offer  of  the  Upper  Canada  Religious 
Tract  and  Book  Society  to  devote  the  annual  interest  of  the  C.ooderhain 
legacy  to  the  support  of  several  colporteurs,  to  labour  under  their  superin- 
tendence, the  question  naturally  arose.  What  about  wen?  Are  the  right  men 
to  be  found  ?  God  had  been  preparing  the  hearts  of  some  of  His  servants  for 
this  enterprise,  and  in  March  four  suitable  men  began  work.  Hy  and  by, 
when  things  are  more  settled  in  China,  we  hope  to  appoint  al  least  as  many 
more.  In  the  meantime  a  good  beginning  has  been  made.  One  of  the  four 
men  engaged  is  a  member  of  the  Wesleyan  mission  ;  the  others  are  .ill 
members  of  the  London  Mission,  in  Hankow. 

All  these  men  have  thus  far  justified  their  appointment.  They  are  .ill 
good  men,  and  two  of  them  have  had  an  interesting  history.  Chen  Chuin 
San.  a  tall,  strong  man,  was  formerly  a  bad  man,  and  a  bitter  perse  utor  of 
Christians  ;  especially  was  he  a  foe  to  the  Christian  members  of  lis  own 
family.  On  one  occasion,  in  his  own  village,  he  attacked  his  cousin,  a  man  of 
sterling  Christian  haracter,  with  so  much  violence  that  but  for  the  interference 
of  bystanders  he  would  have  beaten  him  almost  to  death.  Many  a  time  since 
Chuin  San  himself  became  a  Christian  he  has,  by  his  meekness  under  j.orsecu- 
tion,  excited  the  surprise  of  his  neighbours,  who  in  the  old  days  used  to  go  in 
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ffar  of  him.  As  a  Clirislian  ho  ha>  nfui'  botn  boaloii  by  ihi-  hfalht-ii.  On  one 
oc»a>ioM  hi-  visiloil  a  iiiarki-l  town  Id  pr.-ath  tho  I'.osp.-l  ami  m-II  books,  whon 
Iho  poopli-^fathiTiHlajfainst  him,  bi-at  him,  and  last  him  out  with  Iho  throat 
that  if  ho  I'ViT  n-liinuHl  for  thi-  piirposo  of  proaihinff  thfv  would  "  jfouffo  out 
hisoyos."  "  Wfll, '■  was  his  roply,  "  I  shall  bo  horo  ajr-iiii  to-morrow.  '  And 
so  ho  was.  His  advorsarios  did  not  oarry  out  thoir  It  rril.i.-  throat  on  that  d.i  v, 
but  i-ontonlod  thoinsolvos  with  >;ivin>f  him  anothor  boatinj;  and  ronowin^:  iho 
throat.  I  ho  noM  inoniinj;  this  sturdy  follow  was  at  his  post  a^'ain.  and  so  ho 
oonlinuod  to  jfo,  day  .i  ft  or  day,  pationtly  ondurinjf  all  tlio  pi-rsoontioii  and  alt 
Iho  ridioulo  dirootod  .i^f.-iinst  him,  until  by  his  oontinual  jfoini;  ho  woariodthoni 
and  by  his  mooknoss  ho  won  a  hoarinjf  for  his  mossa^o. 

IVnjr  I.an>f  Son>r,  a  nalivo  of  Munan,  is  a  man  .if  slroni;  oh.iriutor  and 
dooidoilly  ori,,nn.-il.  Ilo  not  only  has  idoas  .ibout  thinj;s  in  i;i-nor.il  whioh  .iro 
thorouvjlily  oh.iraotoristio,  but  hi-  doos  not  hositat.-  to  oarry  thoso  idoas  into 
praolioo.  I'lilil  his  ooinorsion  to  I'.od  a  fow  yoars  .i^fo,  ho  was  ;i  notoriously 
bad  man,  .ind  was  woll  known  as  such  in  boili  Hankow  .and  Chanjirsha.  He  is 
a  striking  ox.unplo  of  iho  pi)Wor  of  Iho  Clospol  l.i  ohan^o  tho  hoarts  of  ovon 
the  worst  men,  and  his  oonstant  testimony  to  the  ^jraoo  of  tJod,  in  s.iviiiK  «> 
^roat  a  sinner  fn>m  his  iniijuity,  is  always  powerful  and  oonvinoinff.  Ho  is 
absolutely  fi'arless  in  proelaiminff  tho  Oospel. 


A   SIRANGE    FUNERAL. 

.\ot  KMijjsinoo  IVnjfs  bri.lher  diod,  muoh  to  the  ffriof  of  Pouk  himself  and 
hisajfod  mother.  At  onoo  I'oin,'  il.M.M-minod  ti»  seize  the  opportunity  to  prove 
to  the  heathen  the  falsity  of  thoir  nnnours  about  the  evil  doinjjs  of  foreign 
missionaries  .,  id  thoir  native  oom  ris.  The  (  hinoso,  oven  the  enli>{htenod 
ones,  believe  thai  the  most  poter  modieines  of  our  Pharmaeopeia  are  eom- 
pounded  of  the  eyes,  hearts,  &e.,  of  human  boinjfs.  Tho  demand  for  these 
things  le.uls.  it  is  suppi.s.-d,  not  only  to  the  deseeralion  of  the  dead,  but  .also 
to  the  injury  of  the  livin.<.  (.lulsido  the  Christian  Chureh  there  are  eompar.a- 
tiwly  few  Chini'se  who  do  not  beluvo  this  to  be  true.  Tonj,'  resolved  that  no 
sueh  stories  should  bo  eireulalod  .abi.ul  his  brother.  He  announeed  all  throujjh 
the  neiKhbomhood  th.it  his  deeeased  bri.lher  would  be  plaeod  in  the  eoffin  in 
.he  presenee  of  all  who  e.irod  t.>  witness  the  eeromony.  At  the  time 
appointed  a  larjj-o  erowd  jrathored,  and  were  present  ilurinjf  the  burial  service 
which  was  read  in  Ih,-  house.  Then  four  Hunaneso  aci|u.iintanees,  all 
hojithon,  undertook  to  examine  the  body,  to  place  it  reverently  in  the  coffin 
and  to  fasten  the  lid  down  with  the  cement  usually  employed,  .ind  to  make  it 
more  secure  by  ilriv  iii),^  in  ,i  number  of  hujje  nails  provided  fi>r  the  purpose. 
When  this  was  Ki>iujf  on  Penif  and  his  friends  left  the  house  and  went  away  to 
.1  dist.tnco,  roturninjf  only  when  .ill  was  finished.  It  reijuired  much  moral 
couraK-o  to  d.>  all  this,  but  it  h.is  probably  iUmw  more  ^omI  than  a  thousand 
proclamations  and  assur.-inces  that  all  the  rumors  referred  to  are  baseless. 
1" or  some  days  Peng's  doinjfs  were  the  talk  of  all  that  part  of  Hankow.  Funjf 
Ta  Shien  and  Tan  Shioh  San  are  the  other  two  members  of  the  band  of 
colporteurs. 


In  .ipptiintiiiK  Ihfso  bri-ltin-ii  it  was  tell  lli.il  all  of  iIumh  bfinjf  lapable 
preai-hers  and  exporifm-oil  Christian  mm,  tlii-y  iniKht  in  llu-ir  jinimoys  londer 
a  Ht-rvii-e  «if  imnuMiM- valui- to  Iho  Christian  Chun-h  in  Central  <  hina,  and  of 
Mi-ari-»'ly  Mvondary  imporlani-c  to  Ihoir  main  work.  A  larjff  number  ot  the 
eonvertH  of  the  various  missions  return  to  their  hom>'s  in  distant  plaees  where 
they  are  surrounded  by  n)any  temptations,  and  wliire,  moreover,  they  are  eul 
off  from  Christian  fellowship.  Christians  so  >  iriumstaneed  have  bt'en  lost 
sijfhl  of  for  months  and  even  years,  :ind  many  have  eontinued  steadfast  in  the 
faith,  notwithstanding;  the  terrible  isolation,  while  some  have  drawn  their 
friends  about  them  and  are  already  foriiiin);  little  (  hrislian  eommimities  in  the 
midst  of  heathen  neighbours.  It  has  lou>r  been  fell  tl  t  these  Christians 
should  from  time  to  time  be  xisited,  slrenjftheneil  and  eiu  ourajred.  During 
the  past  three  months  the  etilporti-urs  have  done  muili  k>'«h1  wiirk  in  this 
direetion  while  on  their  journeys.  In  niaiy  plaees  the  he.irts  of  lonely  Ihris- 
tians  have  been  eheered  by  siieh  unevpeeted  visits.  Who  can  estimate  the 
^oikI  work  thus  aceoniplished  ? 
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WORK    IN    A   SNOWSTORM. 

In  one  of  their  earlier  journeys  two  of  the  eolporteurs  were  merlaken  by 
a  heavy  snowstortii  in  Mien  Yan^r.  .After  mueli  fruitless  wanderinjf  they 
managed  to  reach  the  home  of  a  Christian  family;  there  they  received  a  hearty 
welcimie.  The  snow  kept  them  prisoners  for  sever.il  d.iys,  and  n  <sl  ol  the 
time  was  spent  in  Hible  study  with  the  i  hristi.ins,  and  in  leaehin>r  more  than 
twenty  of  the  nei>;hbours  who  assembled  several  limes  .1  d.iy  to  hear  the 
"doctrine."  It  was  a  blessed  snowstorm  which  kept  our  brethren  weather- 
'lound  and  jfave  them  the  splendid  opportunity  which  Ih.-y  iiseil  to  so  much 
advant,ijf«'.  This  Chris  i-i  family  living'  in  the  midst  of  heatlun  Is  a  continual 
testimony  to  the  value  c.  medical  Misslon.iry  work.  Five  mt-mliers  of  the 
family  have  successively  suffered  from  cataract,  and  have  all  been  successfully 
operated  upon  in  the  London  .Mis-iim  Hospit.il,  llankv>w.  The  sixth  is  not  yet 
mature  for  operation,  but  his  turn  will  come  before  lon>;,  and  it  is  hoprd  that 
he,  too,  will  be  able  to  testify,  as  the  others  already  di>,  "  One  thiii^;  I  know, 
that  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see.' 


A    TRUE    WOMAN. 

Some  months  before  that  time  a  dau^fhler  of  the  fnnily  had  left  her  home 
to  become  the  wife  of  the  younj;  man  to  whom  she  w.is  betri>lhed  by  her 
parents  in  early  childhood.  It  was  stipulated  that  she  should  be  free  to 
profess  Christianity,  yet  no  sooner  did  llie  youn^j  bride  become  an  inmate  i>f 
the  family  home  of  her  husband,  and  it  was  apparent  she  would  not  worship 
idols  than  her  father-in-law  and  husband  bejfan  to  beat  her.  This  they 
continued  to  do  whenever  she  knelt  to  pray  to  God.  Many  Christians  in  more 
hijfhly  favoured  surroundings  find  no  necessity  for  such  an  added  temptation 
to  laxity.  This  poor  girl  stood  to  her  colours  bravely,  and  continued  her 
praying.     The  colporteurs  paid  a  visit  t»)  the  family,  and  we  have  sMice  learnt 


that  there  has*  been  no  further  piTMiiilitm.     Tli  •.  was  a  must  useful  service  l«» 
the  wht»le  family,  a«  well  as  to  the  younjf  disi-iple  «>f  Christ  horsi-lf, 

A  day  or  two  later  the  brethren  unexpt'itedly  li>fhti-d  uptin  a  man  who 
hecante  a  Christian  eijjht  years  ajfo,  and  who  had  not  hei-ii  ht-ard  of  tor  some 
time.  Allhoujjh  in  jjreat  distress,  his  house  having;  reivnily  been  burned  to 
the  ground,  he  and  i.ll  his  family  were  briKlit,  and  the  neighbours  spoke 
highly  "f  his  character. 

STRIKING   CONTRASTS 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiply  instances  of  this  kind,  for  our  fiMir  brethren 
return  to  us  full  of  sm-h  interesting  f.u-|s  .is  have  been  given.  Many  who  had 
heard  the  (iospel  in  tlankow,  or  at  one  or  i>llier  of  the  chapels  where  daily 
preaching  is  carried  on,  or  at  one  of  the  hospitals,  were  met  with  and  others 
were  visited  in  their  homes.  In  the  inns  where  they  sojourned,  on  boats  and 
by  the  way,  they  constantly  met  with  those  who  h;id  become  interested  in  the 
Truth  in  Hankow,  to  whom,  in  many  cases,  they  taught  the  word  cf  Cod 
ntore  fully. 

As  a  contrast  to  this,  two  brethren  lately  travelled  to  thi-  north  of  this 
Province,  through  a  well  populated  district,  visiting  on  their  way  twentyeighl 
market  towns  and  cities,  during  which  journey  they  did  not  meet  with  a  single 
Christian.  These  great  stretches  of  darkness  make  us  rcilize  how  much  land 
has  still  to  be  possessed.  One  interesting  fact  which  came  to  light  was  that 
all  along  the  way  their  books  were  we'i  ki.  -n,  at  least  the  titles  were— a 
large  number  of  the  people  already  p:-sses!*ipg  one  or  more  copies  which  they 
brought  out  triumphantly  to  exhibit.  A  few  had  gathered  a  general  idea  o' 
the  main  teachings  of  Christianity.  Such  testimony  is  valuable  in  many  ways. 
It  proves  that  tract  distribution  does  really  succeed  in  getting  Christian  books 
into  the  hands  "f  the  people  ;  that  the  books  are  mostly  preserved  ;  and,  best 
of  all,  it  shows  that  there  is  ground  for  earnest  pnner  on  the  part  of  all 
Christians  that  God  would  bless  the  seed  thus  widely  scattered. 


THE    BIBLE    IN    CHANGSHA. 

Early  in  March,  Peng  Lan  Seng  and  Tan  Shioh  San  started  ofT  on  a 
journey  to  Changsha,  the  capital  of  the  Province  of  Hunan.  They  were  fully 
aware  of  the  great  risk  they  ran  in  attempting  to  distribute  their  books  in  that 
bitterly  anti-foreign  centre.  After  a  protracted  journey  they  reached  their 
destination,  and  after  reconnoitering  and  making  enquiries  for  a  couple  of  days 
they  boldly  sallied  forth  on  the  third  day  to  make  the  attack.  Providentially 
it  rained,  and  as  they  passed  from  house  to  house  so  well  screened  were  they 
by  their  large  umbrellas  that  they  attracted  very  little  attention.  Ten  days, 
— anxious,  worrying  days  they  must  have  been— were  spent  in  this  house-to- 
house  work,  in  which  they  managed  to  sell  at  least  one  book  at  eight  out 
of  every  ten  houses,  a  splen-'  feat  of  book-selling  anywhere,  and  especially 
so  in  Changsha.  Peng,  1  ,  a  native  of  Changsha,  has  many  friends  there, 
some  in  good  positions,  through   whom  he  and  his  colleague  were  ir'nxluced 


1 


T 


—  7  — 

10  several  Iradfi-.  >>r  •.nciotv,  and  v  n-  fiilorlaiiicU  at  a  Irast  on  r"ore  than 
une  ivoaHion.  Oiitlicnr  .'  v  th«  H«lilo><t  Htop  «f  all  wa<t  taken.  Theitis  two 
ilarintf  fcllowHKtartfd  out,  a.nit-ii  ith  han(l<«.>nu-  packt-tn  of  Chrintian  btH>k<t, 
-uilably  in-tiribfd.  and  with  llu-  visilinff  iard<t  of  Dr.  (iriflith  John  and  myself, 
and  made  their  way  to  the  N'ameii  of  tlie  ( '.overnor  of  the  I'r  mee.  They 
respectfully  presented  a  paekel  ol  hooks  and  the  eards,  but  >iie  btHiks  were 
declined  with  thanks.  Krom  there  '  hey  went  to  a  luiiiilH-r  of  other  V'amens, 
and  prenented  packets  of  books  to  fi/fhU'eii  of  the  \\\^\\  officials  and  leading 
gentry.  This  wa*  literally  k">'>K  '"'•'  '•'«•  lion's  den,  and  but  for  their  openness 
and  courage  these  men  would  cert.iii.ly  have  been  seized  and  beaten,  if  ni>t 
worse.  The  strain  upon  their  nerves  was  intense  hut  ihev  <i>t  through 
capitally.  Hoth  men  showed  n""'''''  couran;-  i  i  carryi'ig  i>ul  this  plan  of 
attack,  which  was  due  to  I'eng,  he  having  conceived  it. 


AN    IDOL    UPROAR. 

Three  days  after  they  left,  ihe  city  was  in  a  tremciidi- s  uproar.  It  was 
discovered  early  one  morning  that  the  principal  go  i  <f  'iie  city  temple  had 
been  smashed,  and  the  eyes  dug  out  w"''  .i  sharp  ii  rmenl.  t>lher  idiils 
had  also  been  mutil.-ited  and  great  was  i  Hipular  in.li-^'nation.  Just  before 
the  close  of  the  \  ••  w;ir,  a  speci^il  connv  ...mer  of  hi>;h  r;iiik  was  sent  from 
Pekin  to  seek  th.^-  go»)d  help  of  this  god  against  the  Jjipanese.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  it  was  a  terrific  blow  against  idolatry  which  struck  out  the  eyes 
of  this  noted  idol.  Who  could  have  committed  this  great  crime  ?  I'or  a  few- 
days  Changsha  was  in  a  storm  of  excitement  and  passion.  The  thirty  or  more 
priests  in  charge  of  the  temple  were  arrested  and  thrown  into  prison  for  not 
taking  better  care  of  their  idi>l,  although  they  protested  that  the  damage  was 
inflicted  at  night,  "  while  they  slept' "  by  supernatural  and  demoniacal  agency. 
The  mysterv-  was  deepened  by  the  fact  that  robbery  was  evidently  not  the 
motive.  In  Hunan  the  people  believe  more  strongly  in  their  idols  than  is  the 
case  in  other  p.iris  of  «'hina,  and  they  prove  their  faith  by  their  works.  The 
temples  of  Hunan  are  richer,  and  Ihe  images  are  in.  e  beautifully  decorated 
than  elsewhere.  The  injured  idol  is  verj-  richly  ado.  ned,  while  in  addition  he 
carries  a  large  amount  of  wealth  in  what  might  be  called  by  courtesy  his  inner 
man,  which  would  be  beyond  the  power  of  hiunan  millionaires.  The  interior 
treasury  of  this  god  contained  much  silver  and  gold,  and  two  pearls  of 
priceless  value,  so  it  is  said.  These  treasures  were  not  disturbed  by  the 
mysterious  iconoclast,  nor  were  the  rich  adornments  carried  away.  What 
could  have  been  the  motive?  That  still  remains  to  all  of  us  a  mystery.  It  is 
stated  that  a  man,  who  was  said  to  be  mad,  confessed  ti>  having  done  the 
deed  ;  his  professed  object  being  to  remove  the  chief  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
foreigners  coming  to  settle  in  Himan,  and  for  his  work  he  hoped  to  receive  a 
large  reward  from  them.  It  seems  thai  this  idol  is  the  guardian  of  Hunan 
against  the  incursion  of  barbarians,  so  this  method  >  s  employed  in  order  to 
divest  him  of  his  power.  Once  the  power  of  this  idol  was  broken,  foreigners 
could  go  and  come  to  Hunan  as  they  pleased.  It  was  evidently  a  deeply  laid 
scheme  t»i  rouse  pt>pular  hatred  once  more  against  foreigners,  and  was  probably 
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part  of  a  still  wider  schoiiu-.  Tin-  man  wlu)  confessed  to  the  deed,  a  leather 
seller,  gave  the  names  of  numerous  members  of  the  Guild  as  accomplices  and 
principals.  These  unfortunate,  and  probably  innocent,  men  have  been  shame- 
fully ill-used  by  the  officials  and  almost  ruined.*  A  good  deal  is  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  the  man  who  confessed  lives  in  the  vicinity  of  Chou  Han,  the 
famous  (or  infamous)  author  of  the  anti-foreijjn  literature  to  which  most  of  the 
riots  and  troubles  of  lale  can  be  traced.  It  seemed  possible  that  in  con- 
nection with  the  treaty  of  peace  Hunan  would  be  opened  up  ;  the  literature 
was  almost  played  out,  iicnce  this  new  scheme.  It  is  the  old  story  overajjain. 
The  duplicity  and  falsity  of  the  Chinese  official  classes  is  the  root  from  which 
all  these  evils  spring'.  Hul  a  terrible  day  of  reckoning  must  come  befor.-  long. 
A  determined  effort  was  made  l<>  drag  Christians  into  the  business,  so  as 
to  lay  the  blame  on  them.  .-\  leather  seller  in  Hankow,  well  known  in 
t'hangsha,  was  supposed  to  be  a  I'lirislian,  .ind  .-i  warrant  was  issueil  by  the 
authorities  for  his  iirrest.  He  escaped,  but  his  cousin  was  t.iken  and 
imprisoned  as  a  surety,  The  former,  Wei  Teh  Wing,  was  for  years  a 
consistent  Christian,  but  had  to  be  cut  off  from  the  Chunh  on  account  of  the 
opium  smoking  habit.  He  has  never  been  in  Hunan  in  his  lite.  Wei  Teh 
Shuin,  the  cousin,  is  ;i  Christian  in  good  standing,  and  when  he  was  thrown 
into  prison  without  reasiin,  it  became  possible  t\>r  us  to  help.  Hy  the  good 
offices  of  the  British  consul  he  was  released,  alter  having  passed  nearly  three 
weeks  in  a  filthy  room  wher',-  .i  number  of  prisoners  were  herded  together  and 
never  allowed  to  pass  the  door.  Wei  spent  most  of  his  time  in  telling  the 
Gospel  story  to  his  fellow-prisoners,  one  of  whoni  had  bought  a  New  Testament 
before  entering,  in  order  to  pass  the  time.  Wei  Teh  Wing  has  come  out  of 
his  hiding  place  and  is  in  the  lu>spilal  tor  the  cure  of  opium  ;  his  wife  and 
family  are  full  of  joy.  Wei  Teli  Shuin  is  out  of  prison,  and,  on  the  whole,  the 
kingdom  of  evil  bids  fair  to  lose  in  this  struggle.  Through  all  the  strifes  and 
tears  of  men  God's  Spirit  is  working  out  His  higli  purposes  of  love.  Great  are 
the  resources  of  the  Enemy,  but  tlu>ugh  he  may  succeed  in  keeping  God's 
messengers  for  a  time  out  of  some  parts  of  the  world,  we  know  that  God  will 
soon  ratify  His  gift  to  His  Sun  of  the  "  lu'.ilhen  t"or  an  inheritance." 

In  a  later  letter  the  Rev.  .\.  Honsey,  the  Superintendent  of  our  Chinese  Col- 
portage  Work  writes  :  "  Vou  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  the  Ch.mgsha  officials 
have  now  declared  that  the  idol-breaking  li.id  no  connection  with  either  the 
poor,  ruined  leather  sellers  or  with  the  Christian  Church.  The  reformed 
opium  smoker  and  all  his  fantily  now  .ittend  services,  and  he  is  .1  truly  changed 
man.  However,  this  trial  has  been  the  means  of  leading  his  wife  into  the 
Truth,  and  henceforth  she  will  be  .1  help  to  him  rather  than  a  hindrance,  as 
she  formerlv  used  to  be.  ' 


Dr.  Moffatt,  Secretary  of  the  Tr.ict   .Society,  is  always  heartily  glad  to 
supply  the  pulpits  of  Ministers  who  may   be  sick  or   away   on  holidays,   and 
address   Christian  Endeavour  and  Missionary  Societies,  presenting  the  many 
sided  Mission  work  of  the  Society. 
Address 
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